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ABSTRACT

This study analyzed the stakeholders’ perceptions about implementing the Rural Spatial
Planning system introduced under the Rural Space Reorganization Act. A survey of 200
participants, including government officials, planners, and researchers, identified key rural
issues such as population decline (64.0%), infrastructure deficiency (34.0%), and unplanned
development (15.0%). In particular, 30.5% expected these problems to worsen. Improving
settlement conditions (34.9%) and expanding public services (24.0%) were prioritized policy
goals. The key strategies included systematic planning (38.4%) and facility clustering (24.7%).
The stakeholders also emphasized the need for rural specialized zones, community-led
planning, and capacity building (36.0%). Clear government guidelines (46.0%) and streamlined
procedures were considered essential for enhancing the effectiveness of the Rural Agreement.
The findings offer practical insights into stakeholder needs and can inform efficient and
sustainable rural spatial planning moving forward.
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Table 1. Survey items and respondent groups

Public
Classification ) Researcher Planner
officer
) ) Perception of rural issues O O O
Perceptions of rural issues and . N
. Key factors such as policy direction and
future directions O X O
development goals
Perception of rural sprawl and the need for regulation O O O
Roles of central and local Government roles for law implementation O O O
governments in establishing Required project and research areas for smooth o o o
mid- to long—term rural plans implementation
Current status and driving forces of distinct rural policies by local governments O X X
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Table 2. Problems in rural areas
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Public officer Researcher  Planner Total

Classification (N=132) (N=55) (N=13) (N=200)

% n %
Population decline 68.2 60.0 38.5 128  64.0
Deficiency of infrastructure and public services 28.8 473 30.8 68 340
Unplanned development 12.9 12.7 46.2 30 150
Job shortage 8.3 1.8 15.4 14 7.0
Inter—resident conflict 0.8 0.0 0.0 1 0.5
Transformation of agricultural perceptions 0.8 0.0 0.0 1 0.5
Ambiguous project planning 0.8 0.0 0.0 1 0.5
Vacant housing 0.8 0.0 0.0 1 0.5
Dispersed village—level population distribution 0.8 0.0 0.0 1 0.5
Regional extinction 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0.0
Population aging 9.1 12.7 15.4 21 105
Inflow of young population 0.8 3.6 0.0 3 1.5
Excessive rural policy interventions 0.8 0.0 0.0 1 0.5
None 5.3 5.5 0.0 10 5.0
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Table 3. Outlook on the changes in rural issues
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Public officer Researcher  Planner Total
Classification (N=132) (N=55) (N=13) (N=200)
%o n %
Colr;:;rili(zius efforts will be made, but the effectiveness will be 20,5 236 231 53215
Mig;a:zvz;:rel?t conditions and seek quality of life 18.9 201 231 M 00
Improvement through development projects 26.5 20.0 15.4 48 240
Issues will worsen due to aging and population decline 34.1 23.6 23.1 61 305
Others 0.0 1.8 7.7 2 1.0
None 0.0 1.8 7.7 2 1.0
Table 4. Policy direction and development goals
Public officer Planner Total
Classification (N=132) (N=13) (N=155)
%o n %o
Improvement of residential and settlement conditions 34.1 46.2 51 34.9
Enhancement and provision of public services 25.0 15.4 35 24.0
Revitalization of economic and employment base 17.4 23.1 26 17.8
Preservation and management of environment and landscape 4.5 7.7 7 4.8
Securing of residential and relational population 15.9 7.1 22 15.1
Community revitalization 2.3 0.0 3 2.1

Others

0.8 0.0 1 0.7
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Table 5. Strategies for achieving goals

Public officer Planner Total

Classification (N=132) (N=13) (N=155)

%o n %
Formulation of systematic development plans 39.4 30.8 56 38.4
Facility clustering for efficient maintenance and management 24.2 30.8 36 24.7
Restoration of rural identity 16.7 23.1 25 17.1
Strengthening of regionally specialized industries 12.9 0.0 17 11.6
Deregulation of relevant policies 6.8 15.4 11 7.5
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Table 6. Problems caused by unplanned development

Public officer Researcher Planner Total

Classification (N=132) (N=55) (N=13)  (N=200)

% n %
Farmland degradation 5.3 9.1 7.7 13 6.5
Environmental degradation 9.1 9.1 0.0 17 8.5
Landscape degradation 17.4 12.7 38.5 35 175
Deterioration of settlement environment 39.4 25.5 30.8 70 35.0
Insufficient infrastructure 6.8 9.1 0.0 14 7.0
Issues in public service delivery 6.8 3.6 0.0 11 5.5
Loss of regional characteristics 10.6 16.4 15.4 25 125
Widening of social inequality 3.0 12.7 7.7 12 6.0
Others 1.5 1.8 0.0 3 1.5

Table 7. Distinct features of the rural spatial planning act

Public officer Researcher Planner Total

Classification (N=132) (N=55) (N=13)  (N=200)

% n %
Context—sensitive regional planning 58.3 65.5 69.2 122 61.0
Community-led planning 15.9 12.7 154 30 15.0
Long—term strategic planning 15.9 21.8 154 35 175
Others 0.8 0.0 0.0 1 05
None 9.1 0.0 0.0 12 6.0
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Table 8. Key elements for differentiation

Public officer Researcher Planner Total

Classification (N=132) (N=55)  (N=13)  (N=200)

%o n %o
Priority selection of local contractors 12.9 10.9 15.4 25 125
Preliminary capacity building for residents 37.1 34.5 30.8 72 36.0
Periodic evaluation for goal achievement 11.4 345 23.1 37 185
Simplified revision of planning for goal achievement 28.8 12.7 23.1 48 240
Others 6.8 5.5 7.7 13 6.5
None 3.0 1.8 0.0 5 2.5
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Table 9. Areas requiring central government support for rural spatial planning

Public officer Researcher  Planner Total
Classification (N=132) (N=55) (N=13)  (N=200)
% n %
Training for local government officials and residents 25.8 30.9 30.8 55 215
Provision of clear guidelines 50.8 32.7 53.8 92  46.0
Promotion of institutional framework 4.5 18.2 7.7 17 8.5
Preliminary research for future scenario responses 12.9 16.4 7.7 27 135
Others 6.1 1.8 0.0 9 4.5
Table 10. Role of local governments in institutionalization
Public officer Researcher  Planner Total
Classification (N=132) (N=55) (N=13)  (N=200)
% n %
Resident capacity building training 447 36.4 38.5 84 42.0
Formulation of regional differentiation strategies 28.8 56.4 15.4 71 355
Resolution of local issues 53.0 41.8 61.5 101 50.5
Thorough implementation of central government guidelines 19.7 23.6 23.1 42 210
Others 4.5 3.6 0.0 8 4.0
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Table 11. New projects or research needed for the institutionalization of the law

Public officer Researcher Planner Total

Classification (N=132) (N=55  (N=13) (N=200)

%o n %o
Capacity building for residents and local officials 18.9 25.5 23.1 42 21.0
Pragmatic policies and guidelines 25.8 40.0 30.8 60 30.0
Project management and monitoring 9.1 5.5 15.4 17 8.5
Designation of specialized and activation zones 12.1 10.9 7.7 23 11.5
Population influx and job creation 7.6 1.8 7.7 12 6.0
Prioritization in planning 1.5 0.0 0.0 2 1.0
Settlement conditions and quality of life 6.8 3.6 0.0 11 5.5
Urban-rural linkages 3.8 3.6 0.0 7 3.5
None 14.4 9.1 15.4 26 13.0

Table 12. Reasons for the lack of diversity in rural agreement projects

Public officer

Classification (N=132)
n %o

Shortage of personnel within the region 52 59.1
Difficulty in reaching agreement despite administrative council meetings 20 22.7
Project plans included without consultation with region officials 9 10.2

Others

7 8.0
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Table 13. Desired projects to be included in the rural agreement

Public officer

Classification (N=132)

n Yo
Support projects for small-scale hubs 2 2.3
Childcare support by the ministry of health and welfare 1 1.1
Rural community school programs 2 2.3
Rural space rearrangement and regeneration projects 12 13.6
Urban regeneration and regional vitalization projects by the ministry of land, infrastructure 12 136
and transport ’
Odor removal projects 1 1.1
Utilization and remodeling of idle facilities 8 9.1
Resident education 1 1.1
Tourism and cultural city programs by the ministry of culture 2 2.3
River maintenance projects by the ministry of interior 1 1.1
Han river basin fund by the ministry of environment 1 1.1
Smart city—related projects 1 1.1
Fishing village new deal projects by ministry of oceans and fisheries 1 1.1
None 43 48.9
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